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Chegwyn Farms

Mission Statement

Chegwyn Farms will provide a place for local agriculture to
thrive, education and outreach to be conducted, and for
relationships to be forged between people and the land.
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Executive Summary

Agriculture has a long history in Yamhill County as a vital part of the economy and our
heritage. It is still important today and interest is growing for locally produced food and the
public is seeking to connect to agriculture, the land, and its food supply. Chegwyn Farms,
outside McMinnville, was founded in 1911 and has produced a wide range of crops, livestock,
and timber over the years. To prevent the expanding urban growth boundary from eventually
consuming the farm a conservation easement was established in 2008. To secure future
management of the farm itself, the farm was deeded to Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation
District (YSWCD) in 2009 with the Chegwynds m
preparing for its future management role by first completing an extensive baseline inventory of
the farm. The development of this strategic plan will guide the transition from a privately
managed farm to a publicly owned property with expanded goals and objectives. Chegwyn
Farm will continue to be a fully functional farm operation. It will also be used to demonstrate
conservation practices and good land stewardship. Most importantly, steps will be taken to

have Chegwyn Farm serve as a bridge between community and their food production system.
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Project Background

The Chegwyn Family Farm is located in northwest McMinnville, Oregon. It has grown from its
original 5acres, purchased in 1909 by Herbert Chegwyn, teat?ds in 2007. Additional land

was acquired through a land trade late in 2007 to bring total Chegwyn owned acres up to 170
acres. The farm has endured nearly a century of changes yet has remained true to its family
farming origins. It has successfully produced a wide range of crops, dairy, cattle, sheep, and
timber over the years due to excellent soils and hard work by the Chegwyn family. Currently,

the fields are in grass, clover seed, filberts, and produce crops under contract with local farmers.
Charlie and his sister Agnes currently reside on the property.

Chegwyn Family,
-1919 Circa

Seeking to permanently protect the farm and its
conservation values Charlie established a conservation
easement on the farm during 2008. The conservation
values being preserved included protection of prime
agricultural soils from development, protection of a
riparian forest and native plant community, and
preservation of open space. In addition, a life estate was
established during 2009 that transferred land ownership
to Yamhill SWCD. Land management decisions will be
made by Charlie Chegwyn until he determines to
transfer those rights to the district.

An extensive property baseline was completed in May
2009 (Strategic PlannirigPhase I). This work builds

on the information collected then and attempts to outline
actions that can be taken to best utilize the farm for
public benefit for years to come.
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