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Recognizing excellence in private land stewardship, the 
George E. Otte Conservation Landowner Award winner 
for 2011 was awarded to Rich & Val Blaha of Mossback 
Farm. 
 
Rich and Val have owned and operated their farm since 
2002.  Mossback farm is a pasture-focused operation, 
using elements of organic farming method, Holistic 
Management and Permaculture where grass-fed, grass-
finished cattle are raised. 
   
An important  focus of Mossback Farm is the ecological 
restoration of the farm landscape.  Rich is a biologist, by 
trade, and his focus for the protection of soil from 
erosion, protecting and enhancing water quantity in 
streams and rivers, and protection and enhancing 
habitat for native plants and wildlife comes naturally. 


